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Programme  
 

 
 

 
 

Designed by Andrew Laver 
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Cast picture from the programme 
 

  
 

Andrea Wood, Director 
 
 

“A Country House; the owner and her niece; a butler; guests for the weekend; an 
amateur lady sleuth; a country policeman and an Inspector from the local 
constabulary combine to make a recipe for disaster. Murdered to Death has all the 
ingredients of an Agatha Christie whodunit. There, unfortunately comparisons end, 
for this is one play Agatha Christie would never have penned. This Murder Mystery 
Spoof, by Peter Gordon, is a witty comedy designed to have the audience in stitches, 
if not ‘dying with laughter’.” 
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Andrew Laver as Inspector Pratt (Sergeant!) 
Tim Blakey as Constable Thompkins (Sir!) 

John Palmer as Bunting (Ma’am!) 
 

  
 

Martyn Fry as Colonel Charles Craddock (Retired!) 
Tim Masling as Pierre Marceau 
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Jane Kane as Mildred (Lady of the Manor) 
Debbie Dundas as Dorothy (her niece) 

 

    
 

Jane Jones as Joan Maple (Miss!) 
Debbie Masling as Elizabeth Hartley-Trumpington 

Sue Drinkwater as Margaret Craddock 
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Photo-montage 
 

 
It was murder and we died laughing! 

© Peter Grainger 
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Finale 

 
 

 
 

Cast and Director, Andrea Wood, on stage for the finale on the Friday evening 



Page 8 of 35  February 2016 

The Production 
 

 
 

The set – the lounge of a country manor house in the 1930s –  
the Golden Age of the ‘Detective Story’ 

 

 
 
 

Set lit for a late afternoon 
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A blazing log fire 
 
 
 

   
 

‘Atmospheric set’ prior to performance 
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Performance (Technical, Dress and Performance nights) 
 
This assembly takes a general timeline through the story drawing from various 
photosets. The stage set was being assembled at the time of the Technical rehearsal.  
Costumes may have been reviewed during Technical and Dress rehearsals. 
 

 
 

Mildred reminisces and makes up the fire.   
She throws a elephant ornament on the fire by mistake being short-sighted. 

 

 
 

Family retainer, Bunting, brings in a log for the fire. 



February 2016  Page 11 of 35 

 
 

The Colonel and Mrs Craddock arrive. 
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Mildred alone with Charles Craddock reminds him of their ‘relationship’. 
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Pierre Marceau and Elizabeth Hartley-Trumpington arrive together. 
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Some ‘catty’ comments about Dorothy’s dress! 
 

 
 

Dorothy serves the sherry. 
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Joan Maple arrives. 
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Pierre has, two years’ ago in Paris, sold some original paintings to Mildred. 
Dorothy exposes the paintings for what they are (fakes) 

 

 
 

and comes to some ‘arrangement’. 
 

 
 

Charles gives his view on the provenance of the paintings. 
Pierre listens at the door and knows the game may be up. 
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Mildred now worries about the paintings – has she been duped? 
Charles goes out leaving Joan Maple. 

Mildred goes to do some research in the dining room. 
 

    
 

Gloved hand with gun appears around the door. 
A loud shot and ‘first body’ (the Lady of the Manor)! 
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All gathered awaiting the Inspector. 
 

 
 

 
 

Inspector Pratt arrives. 
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Inspector Pratt examines the singed elephant which Mildred had  
previously thrown on the fire by mistake. 
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Inspector Pratt ‘much taken’ with Elizabeth. 
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Page 24 of 35  February 2016 

 
 

 
 

 
  

Teacakes – but not for Thompkins! 



February 2016  Page 25 of 35 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Elizabeth urges Pierre to murder Dorothy. 



Page 26 of 35  February 2016 

 
 

  
 

Bunting gets drunk to celebrate his new found fortune. 
. 

 
 

Inspector Pratt on his knees to Dorothy thinking she is the murderer, 
but she is about to become ‘the second body’.. 
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Constable Thompkins has been shot in the foot by  
Inspector Pratt during a re-enactment.  

 
Deputy Chief Constable not too pleased. 

 

 
Inspector Pratt holds up his find from the dining room, the ‘Art of Macrame’. 
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The hollow book holds the key? 
 

 
Accusations fly around. 
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Joan Maple unravels Pierre’s picture scam. 

Constable Thompkins blocks the door. 
 
 
 

 
Pierre and Elizabeth are revealed as in league and are arrested. 

Elizabeth tries to escape. 
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Joan Maple solves the case. 
 

 
 

 
 

Margaret boasts about the murders.  
Bunting is unmasked as Benson (the Mess orderly) and Margaret’s former lover. 
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Inspector Pratt takes the gun from Bunting – exit murderers! 
 

 
 

 
 

Inspector Pratt takes aim, and hits Constable Thompkins in the other foot! 
 

The End 
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Front of House team on the last night 
Derek Palmer, Sue Vickers, Joyce Parsons 
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Moments during rehearsals - ‘Relaxing’ on set 
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