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You often hear the phrase “you never know what goes on behind 
closed doors” but I have chosen Noel Coward’s black comedy 
‘Fumed Oak’ because we get the opportunity to do just that!  Set in 
1936 it tells the story of a beleaguered salesman, Henry Gow – 
downtrodden husband of Doris, his bad-tempered and sloppy wife, 
un-enamoured father to the whingeing and ‘adenoidal’ Elsie and 
unfortunate son-in-law to the nagging live-in Mrs. Rockett.  The play 
is set in two scenes, the first over breakfast where we catch a 
glimpse of Henry’s unenviable existence and the second later that 
day where, fuelled by years of frustration and a couple of scotches, 
we see quite a different side to Henry Gow! 
 

We are fortunate enough to have a stellar CKCP cast, including Andrew Laver – last seen 
as Bottom in ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’ - as Henry, Claire Cipriani – Mrs Bumble in our 
2006 production of ‘Oliver’ - as Doris, Sylvia Fry – 'Old Sally' in the same production - as 
the miserable matriarch Mrs. Rockett, and introducing the lovely Prudence Bond who will be 
transformed into the nasal and insipid Elsie!   
 
'Fumed Oak' is a taste of traditional theatre at its very best.  Take a chance to ‘Escape’ and 
join us for our Double Bill. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Chantal Dent 
March 2010 Charlton Kings Community Players newsletter 
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It is a curiosity of this Double Bill that Chantal and I could have 
picked two plays that are so similar and so different at the 
same time. This play is also a comedy, but much lighter and 
gentler. It is set on a desert island, residence of an old man 
and Bella for fifty seven years. They spend their time eating 
nuts and fish, trying to remember details from the wider world, 
and inventing a new religion each week.   
 
One day, their monotony is rudely interrupted by an egotistic 
American soldier and a sarcastic Russian soldier, who vie to 
claim the island for their respective countries.  Eventually, they 
leave, taking their Cold War agendas with them, and the old 
man and Bella resume their resume their normal life. 
 
As the part of the man, we have cast our very own Martyn Fry, 
who has featured in countless productions, most recently as 

Mr Bumble in ‘Oliver!'.  To play the character of Bella, we have chosen the brilliant 
Catherine Walker, who is making her CKCP debut. Luke Drinkwater and Matt Sim, both 
involved in 'Oliver! play the soldiers.  
 
I am so pleased to have found this relatively unknown gem to share with you. On the behalf 
of everyone involved: we look forward to seeing you in April! 

Becky Peach 
March 2010 Charlton Kings Community Players newsletter 

 

 


