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‘Murder in the Cathedral’ performed in 2004  
in Holy Apostles Church, Charlton Kings 

 

 
 
 



Page 2 of 9 © Charlton Kings Community Players publication 

 
 

 
 



Page 3 of 9 © Charlton Kings Community Players publication 

 
Planning in the church 

 
Rehearsals and performance 
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The women of Canterbury remonstrate with Thomas 
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‘Murder in the Cathedral’ 
Planning the production 

 
This is a wonderfully dramatic and powerful play about the murder of Thomas Becket, 
Archbishop of Canterbury at Christmas Time 1170.  Those famous words of Henry 
“will no one rid me of this turbulent priest” underlie the whole of the play though 
Henry himself never appears.  All the action takes place between 2nd December and 
29th December 1170. 
 
Our intention is to produce this play, probably in Holy Apostles Church, in the late 
autumn of 2004 (not at half-term). 
 
The play is written largely in dramatic poetry form though Thomas’ sermon in the 
Cathedral on Christmas Day and the four knights (the murderers) speeches, in 
mitigation of their act, to the audience after they have murdered Thomas are in prose.  
The latter makes stark contrast to what has gone before.  There are some wonderful 
speaking parts; all of whom have a good number of lines to learn. 
 
- Chorus of Canterbury Women (4-6) who commentate and act as narrators on the 

events as they unfurl; 
- Three Priests of the Cathedral 
- A Messenger 
- Archbishop Thomas Becket 
- Four Tempters (men and women) 
 
In addition there is an opportunity for a number of non-speaking parts such as crowds, 
attendants etc.  
 
We are hoping to have some music especially composed for this and there could well 
be opportunities for some choral singing to add atmosphere and enhance the dramatic 
nature of the play. 
 
Some workshops will be arranged to help you to get to know the play but in the 
meantime if anyone would like to read the Play I have a number of scripts for people 
to borrow.   
 
This is a very exciting and thought provoking project and I’m really looking forward 
to producing it.  Do come and join us. 

Martyn Fry 
September 2003 Charlton Kings Community Players newsletter 

 
 
 
 



Page 8 of 9 © Charlton Kings Community Players publication 

 

‘Murder in the Cathedral’ 
Reflections 

 
Now that Christmas and the New Year are over it is time to reflect on the ‘passing’ of 
‘Murder in the Cathedral’. It is a play that I have wanted to do for a number of years 
now; ever since I saw it as ‘The Swan’ in Stratford.  I have to say I think our 
production was superior.   
 
The cast, musicians and singers, the backstage team, the production team and the 
wonderfully atmospheric setting in Holy Apostles all contrived to produce an excellent 
show. I have nothing but admiration for all the cast who learnt their lines superbly and 
spoke with such feeling and understanding; the ending was particularly spine-tingling.   
 
The production team led by Peter, Tony and Val came up with the goods as far as set, 
lighting, costume, props and the organisation of all the rehearsal space.  Thank you 
too, to Keith Mead and his musicians and singers whose quality of sound enhanced the 
whole production.  We mustn’t forget also Malcolm Dunbar and Peter Meason who 
wrote and provided much of the wonderful music for them to perform.   
 
June Pearce, Tricia Ratcliffe, Sylvia Fry, Rich Major, Greg White, Megan Reid and 
James Holland also gave unstintingly of their time in making this a very worthwhile 
production.  Jane Kane, Sara Kinane and Peter Grainger did a magnificent job on the 
publicity front and great thanks to Lynne Glover whose phone was red hot with people 
wanting to buy tickets.   
 
I would like to add my particular thanks to Tony Jeans, whose help, advice and 
boundless enthusiasm enabled me to concentrate on directing.  He did all those nitty-
gritty things that the director so often has to do but doesn’t really have time to do.  
Thank you, Tony, it was a pleasure working with you. 
 
As Director I feel enormously proud to have associated with such an excellent all 
round team, thank you all very much.  I think the following words written by Enid 
Phipps, Church Warden at Holy Apostles are a fitting ending to this report:  
 
“Is there no end to the communal genius of the Charlton Kings Community Players…. 
You have yet again exceeded your already towering standards of professionalism in 
all areas of production.” 

 
Martyn Fry 

February 2005 Charlton Kings Community Players newsletter 
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