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Publicity pictures taken at Cowley Manor 
 

 
 

   
 

© Barry Curl 

A selection of songs from ‘The Sound of Music’ 
were sung at Cowley Manor on 7th June 1998.  
This musical entertainment was a ‘thank you’. 
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March 1998 Charlton Kings Community Players newsletter 
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Publicity for the production 
  

“Show puts us all in harmony – Production of the Sound of Music  
has all the Trapp-ings needed to be a big success” 

 
A major centre-spread article with seven large photographs of ‘The Sound of Music’. Various 
members of the cast photographed in costume. Quote from Assistant Producer: ‘There are 68 people 
in the cast and a lot more helping behind the scenes.’ Quote from Director: ‘It’s amazing how much 
talent we have in Charlton Kings.’ 

Gloucestershire Echo 
------------------------------------------- 

 
The Players used the abbreviated art form of mini sagas to provide  publicity for the show.  A 
competition was set up and a publication was the outcome. The prize was two tickets for the 
show. The sagas appeared on advertising posters. Examples: 

 
Sensational end to festival finale. Winning family, led by naval captain, escape before 
presentation of prizes. Flight from the authorities accomplished despite a strong military 
presence. Rumour is, the family intend to climb every mountain on the way to Switzerland. By 
the look of the roadblocks, they may have to. 
 
Vocational trainee, instructed by superior to aid family in distress, succeeds through a 
remarkable ability to hit the right note in high places.  Her outlook on life draws others to sing 
with her, proving, among other things, that God moves in a mysterious way - to solve a problem 
like Maria. 

 

“Music proves enchanting” 
 
Review: The Sound of Music, Charlton Kings Community Players, Balcarras School 
 
This enchanting production of Rodgers and Hamerstein's musical by Peter Grainger results 
from more than a hundred people rehearsing and planning for six months.  This is live 
theatre, well acted and sung, very cleverly produced and staged, with an effective 
accompaniment. In the leading roles, Kate Nye as the governess Maria and Martyn Fry as 
Captain von Trapp are exactly right for their parts. The children steal the show. They sing 
and act beautifully and they enjoy themselves. Among the adults, George Cross as Max is a 
jovial family uncle with real, homegrown side-whiskers and a pleasant voice. Jill Richell as 
Elsa acts and sings with assurance but is perhaps too nice for the part. Sue Dyson as Mother 
Abbess is wise and authoritative.  The religious atmosphere is authentically Austrian, and the 
menace of Nazi invasion is powerfully suggested. It runs until Saturday. 
 
Cast: Maria Rainer (Kate Nye); Captain von Trapp (Martyn Fry); Liesl (Hannah Maynard); 
Friedrich (Tom Clancy); Louisa (Emma Cleveland); Kurt (Gavin Irvin); Brigitta (Georgina 
Lewis); Marta (Rebecca Holder); Gretl (Isobel Powel); Frau Schmitt (Gill Garrett); Max 
Detweiler (George Cross); the Mother Abbess (Sue Dyson). 
 
Producer, Peter Grainger; musical director, Keith Mead; choreography, Helen Lewis; 
costumes, Joyce Morgan assisted by Clare Clancy and Doreen Rose. 
 
Gloucestershire Echo, 20 February 1998 


