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The Sound of Music

Welcome to our first real musical and the most ambitious production the
Charlton Kings Community Players have ever presented!

In case there are any in the apdience who are not aware of the reason for the
scale of this production may I briefly cxplain the background? We had at
least 120 people expressing specific interest at the time of the auditions. Of
these more than half were of school age and since one of our key aims is to
ry to involve as many young people as possible in our productions we were
faced with a challenge,

Fortunately the Abbey, Wedding and Concert scenes all provided
opportunities to extend the cast, and so we now have more than 100 people
- eleven on make-up alone - involved in bringing you The Sound of Music,
And a special ‘thank you® to Joyce for cheerfully taking responsibility for
well over 100 costumes!

We have found the stage version a real and surprising pleasure to work with,
because there are numerous dramatic opportunities which seem to be omitted
or glossed over in the film version. We are stressing the impact of the
German invasion, the anschiuss, on the Vom Trapp housshold, and
highlighting the contrast between Nazi behaviowr and the spiritual
atmosphere of Nonnberg Abbey.

I wonder how many of you are aware that, if Captain Von Trapp was a hero
of the First World War, he must have been at least 50 in 1938, while Maria
had only just completed her final vear at college in Vienna. And see if you
can spot at least one significant difference in the plot, as well as the three
songs that do not appear in the film.

I must thank many, many people for their ceaseless commitment and hard
work to this project over the many months. Keith coming straight to
rehearsals from the London train suited and without supper, Helen
transforming, the moves for a tricky song with just half an hour of
inspiration, June sorting out a myriad of problems before they get out of
hand, the blossoming voices of those who never claimed to be singers, the
smiles of the children which never wavered however late or long they were
asked to stay - these are “a few of my favourite things’, but there are so many
more involving so many people. ..

We are very fortunate in the talent and enthusiasm available to us in Charlton
Kings, and | am personally very grateful for the opportunity to enable them
to flowrish. Thank yon too for your on-going support and have a wonderful
evening!

Peter Grainger
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SYNOPSIS OF SCENES

Act 1

Nonnburg Abbey

Mountainside near the Abbey

The Office of the Mother Abbess

A Corndor in the Abbey

The Living Room of the Von Trapp Villa
Qutside the Von Trapp Villa
Maria’s Bedroom

The Terrace of the Von Trapp Villa
A Landing in the Von Trapp Villa
The Living Room

A Commidor in the Abbey

The Office of the Mother Abbess

There will be an interval of 20 minutes between Acts 1 & 2
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Music by RICHARD RODGERS

Act 2

The Terrace
A Corridor in the Abbey
The Office of the Mother Abbess

The Chapel of the Abbey
The Living Room

The Concert Hall
The Garden of Nonnburg Abbey

Lyrics by OSCAR HAMMERSTEIN 11

Book by HOWARD LINDSAY and RUSSEL CROUSE
Suggested by “The Trapp Family Singers" by Maria Avguats Trapp

This production is given by permission of JOSEF WEINBERGER LIMITED
on behalf of the ROGERS & HAMMERSTEIN THEATRE LIBRARY of Mew York
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Publicity pictures taken at Cowley Manor

A selection of songs from ‘The Sound of Music’
were sung at Cowley Manor on 7" June 1998.
This musical entertainment was a ‘thank you’.

The Sourd of Music Mlaria
Al

Hiorw Aty you sohvo @ proiam like Mana? Motk Abbess
Sister Bertho
Sister Sophia
Sisiar Marpanstis

Bo-ra-me Wana
Childran

Edekamigs Captain
Adl

Wy foreoarite thergs W iin
Maodnor Abbsias

So long tanemwell AS
Children
Grotl

Clinbr eveny mourdain Motner Abbaas
All

The Scund of Music All o)

© Barry Curl
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Page 12 of 18 © Charlton Kings Community Players publication



WHAT PEOPLE HAVE WRITTEN
ABOUT THE SOUND OF MUSIC

| thought you would appreciate reading extracts from what
s0 many people have written about you and the production!

FROM MEMBERS OF THE AUDIENCE:

‘The Sound of Music was a brilliant show - we erjoyed every minute of it

“The Sound of Music was truly memorable and completely delightful in every way.'
The Sound of Music was a triumph gnd will stay in my and everyone s memory. '

I could nat believe | was sitiing in a school hall - it showld have been a big theatre -
in fact it was worthy of the West End where |'ve seen shows not a paich on this one. [
had no idea we had so much talent in C/Kings - it was absolutely magical '’

‘There was a lovely innocence from all the characters where it was needed, and a real
atmosphere of reality was created so that the audience became thoroughly involved.'

‘We thoroughly enjoved the production and were very impressed by the high level of
talent and everyone 's professionalism. It made us feel very proud to be a part of such
a fun-loving, enthusiastic and talented community. We look forward (o the next
production with great anticipation. '

Just a short note to thank and congratulate the Community Players on a wonderful
and creative Sound of Music. Apart from entertaining so many, you have surely
helped to bond the community.,’

FROM MEMBERS OF THE CAST:

‘When we started I had no idea how impaortant this project was geing to turn out to
be,

I'was in church yesterday for forty minutes afier the end of the service while everyone
[ knew came and told me how much they had enjoyed the show and what it had meant
to them. That was almost as special as seéing the delight on people 's faces at the end

af the performances. This is something bigger than all of us, and will live on in many
hearis for a long, long time. '

‘A really marvellous show and I am absolutely delighted to have been in it. [ think
I 've enjoyed this part more than any other [ 've played.’
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! enjoved myself so much; I know that this production will carry very special
mentaries and that [ shall always carry a little of Maria with me wherever [ go.’

Thank you so much for letting me be involved in The Sound of Music and enabling
me to make so many special friends... I'd love to do it all over again!’

! count myself very lucky to have been part of such a wonderful show ... I enjoved the
companionship, fun and excitement and the overwnelming feeling of everyone
working together. The thrill when it was such a greal success, and the audiences

* nearly bringing the howuse down will last for a long time. Everywhere | go in the
local area people come rushing up to say how marvellous it was. '

‘What can | say? From beginning to end all of our association with the Players wasa
marvellous experience. [ never imagined ii wouid be such fun to be involved. | didn't
know I could sing when [ auditioned, let afone act! ['ve amazed myself and what s
more [ can 't wait to do if again,

When | meet my fellow participants in the village I realise what affection grew
between us all during those 6 months, That in itself | shall ireasure.”

"I 'm delighted to have been part of this.’

‘We 've all had a brilliani time and it's paid off.’

' have really enjoyed myself and would love to do'it again,’
"'l go far in life now !'ve had the experience.’

‘This week has been superb.”

FROM PARENTS:

At was real experience for E. She thoroughly enjoyed every rehearsal and, even in
her small pari, felt very sad when it was all over. As a member of the audience [
cannat emphasise enough what a wonderful show it was from start to finish, '

‘Congraiwlations for putiing on such a wonderful show and thank you for giving H.
the opportunity to share it with you all. She has enjoved it so much and you have all
made her feel very special. ... You are a lovely friendly group of people and [ hope H.
will be able 1o work with you all again in the future.’

A special ‘thank you® to everyone who took the trouble to write.
It"s been so0 encouraging.
P.G.

March 1998 Charlton Kings Community Players newsletter
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“Music proves enchanting”

Review: The Sound of Music, Charlton Kings Community Players, Balcarras School

This enchanting production of Rodgers and Hamerstein's musical by Peter Grainger results
from more than a hundred people rehearsing and planning for six months. This is live
theatre, well acted and sung, very cleverly produced and staged, with an effective
accompaniment. In the leading roles, Kate Nye as the governess Maria and Martyn Fry as
Captain von Trapp are exactly right for their parts. The children steal the show. They sing
and act beautifully and they enjoy themselves. Among the adults, George Cross as Max is a
jovial family uncle with real, homegrown side-whiskers and a pleasant voice. Jill Richell as
Elsa acts and sings with assurance but is perhaps too nice for the part. Sue Dyson as Mother
Abbess is wise and authoritative. The religious atmosphere is authentically Austrian, and the
menace of Nazi invasion is powerfully suggested. It runs until Saturday.

Cast: Maria Rainer (Kate Nye); Captain von Trapp (Martyn Fry); Liesl (Hannah Maynard);
Friedrich (Tom Clancy); Louisa (Emma Cleveland); Kurt (Gavin Irvin); Brigitta (Georgina
Lewis); Marta (Rebecca Holder); Gretl (Isobel Powel); Frau Schmitt (Gill Garrett); Max
Detweiler (George Cross); the Mother Abbess (Sue Dyson).

Producer, Peter Grainger; musical director, Keith Mead; choreography, Helen Lewis;
costumes, Joyce Morgan assisted by Clare Clancy and Doreen Rose.

Gloucestershire Echo, 20 February 1998

Publicity for the production

“Show puts us all in harmony — Production of the Sound of Music
has all the Trapp-ings needed to be a big success”

A major centre-spread article with seven large photographs of ‘The Sound of Music’. Various
members of the cast photographed in costume. Quote from Assistant Producer: ‘There are 68 people
in the cast and a lot more helping behind the scenes.’ Quote from Director: ‘It’s amazing how much
talent we have in Charlton Kings.’

Gloucestershire Echo

The Players used the abbreviated art form of mini sagas to provide publicity for the show. A
competition was set up and a publication was the outcome. The prize was two tickets for the
show. The sagas appeared on advertising posters. Examples:

Sensational end to festival finale. Winning family, led by naval captain, escape before
presentation of prizes. Flight from the authorities accomplished despite a strong military
presence. Rumour is, the family intend to climb every mountain on the way to Switzerland. By
the look of the roadblocks, they may have to.

Vocational trainee, instructed by superior to aid family in distress, succeeds through a
remarkable ability to hit the right note in high places. Her outlook on life draws others to sing
with her, proving, among other things, that God moves in a mysterious way - to solve a problem
like Maria.
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Sound of Music’ publicity — the Mini-saga competition
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Adult entries

Vocational trainee, instructed by superior to aid family in distress,
succeeds through a remarkable ability to hit the right note in high places.
Her outlook on life draws others to sing with her, proving, among other
things, that God moves in a mysterious way - to solve a problem like Maria.

Sensational end to festival finale. Winning family, led by naval captain,
escape before presentation of prizes. Flight from the authorities
accomplished despite a strong military presence. Rumour is, the family
intend to climb every mountain on the way to Switzerland. By the look of
the roadblocks, they may have to.

He stopped suddenly; something half remembered floating through the still
air. Turning, skirting the lake, he moved towards the house, breaking into a
run. The door swung impatiently, his footsteps rang on the tiled floor. Now
the sound was louder, recognition growing. Finally he knew it - the sound
of music.

Dear little Lies,

Exciting news! The gauleiter has asked me to join the Youth Group. We're
going to train, just as the real army does. | shall have a pistol and march,
Such important work! | shall be so very busy. No more telegrams now.
You'll hardly recognise your

Rolf

What possible harm could it do? You just have to come and stand on a
stage. All of you. Together. And sing. You'll be a sensation. Think of my
reputation. Where are you going? What do you mean, "So long, farewell *?
Georg, listen to me. Georg you must listen. Georg!

Dear Lord,

Hold her in Your heart. Let her use Your blessings in the service of those
in need. Take her voice, let it soar to the highest place, seek out the
deepest valley and move with the air. Let her bring comfort and joy, giving
something good always.

Aman.

Maria, who was sixteen going on seventeen, would climb every mountain
learning the sound of music by singing ‘do-re-mi-fa-so-la-ti-do'.
Encountering the lonely goatherd she exclaimed, °Edelweiss and
lederhosen - my favourite things!”

How long can love survive with such an ordinary couple? "So leng,
farewell,” was no way to stop it!
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Children’s entrie
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